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Soltech Solutions Expands Their Footprint (Again!) in Bethlehem 
Bethlehem, PA – Soltech Solutions, a manufacturer known for their state-of-the-art led grow light Aspect and other related products, is expanding within Pi: Partnership for Innovation.  The startup company was formed in 2014 and has called Pi home since January of 2017.  

2017 – 232 sq. ft.

2018 – 777 sq. ft.

2020 – 1,739 sq. ft. *Their newest space is almost 8x larger than their original space

Their expansion comes during the COVID-19 pandemic that has been devastating for many small businesses.  Soltech has actually managed to thrive as a result of their customer base working from home and taking on various improvement projects.  Soltech Solutions is best known for the Aspect™

 – a plant light that offers an innovative and highly precise photosynthetic spectrum that keeps your plants happy while its sleek pendant style and museum quality light brings beauty to your home.  Their newest product, the Highland™, is a first-of-its-kind LED track light designed for growing plants.  
The Southside Bethlehem Keystone Innovation Zone (KIZ) has invested in Soltech since the very beginning.  A $15,000 Technology Transfer grant helped them to build out their initial inventory for the Aspect, and ongoing support has come in the form of paid college interns, access to the NCC Fab Lab, and sellable KIZ Tax Credits that provide additional funding for the company.  
“The last time we put out a press release about their expansion I mentioned that we look forward to them telling us that they need more space within a year or two” said Bethlehem Mayor Bob Donchez.  “It looks like they are right on queue.  Based on their current trajectory, I’ll say now that we look forward to them constructing their own building in the near future.”  
Other assistance has come in the form of Career Link Lehigh Valley - who has sponsored two interns to help Soltech keep up with demand, Lehigh’s Integrated Business & Engineering (IBE) and TE Capstone Programs, and Moravian’s Leading Change in Organizations course.
Soltech Solutions has sold thousands of lights sold worldwide that include commercial projects such as furnishing Google’s NYC headquarters.  Their growing social media following has surpassed 30,000 followers as they have gone through a recent rebranding.  The Soltech team is working on a new product line that will soon be introduced to the marketplace.  
 “Thanks to the continued support of the Lehigh Valley, City of Bethlehem, and Southside KIZ we’ve been able to continue our growth at a steady pace” said Paul Hodges, CEO of Soltech Solutions.  “From our smallest of beginnings in this city a few years ago, we’ve been able to successfully develop a business that has a real hand in making life a little greener”.  

Soltech Solutions is currently selling their product direct on their website and through Amazon.  

BEDCO
The Bethlehem Economic Development Corporation (BEDCO) was established in 1982 for the purpose of facilitating economic development in the City of Bethlehem.  BEDCO works closely with the City of Bethlehem’s Department of Community & Economic Development to ensure a unified economic development strategy.  BEDCO manages the Southside Bethlehem Keystone Innovation Zone and Pi: Partnership for Innovation incubator; both of which are programs that benefit innovative start-up companies and entrepreneurs.
Pi: Partnership for Innovation
Pi is an affordable collaborative office space located on the 2nd floor of a 1911 silk blouse factory in the heart of the Bethlehem's artistic and tech-savvy Southside.  There are shared facilities and private, secure office suites ranging from 114 to 2,000 square feet.  The building’s industrial feel is retained in wood floors, brick walls and loft-style ceilings.  Pi is located in the Southside Bethlehem Keystone Innovation Zone, affording tenants substantial tax advantages, as well as qualifying them for various grant opportunities through the KIZ.
Southside Bethlehem KIZ
The mission of the Southside Bethlehem KIZ is to foster innovation and create entrepreneurial opportunities by aligning the combined resources of educational institutions, the public sector, and the private sector.  The Southside Bethlehem KIZ was established in 2004 and is now in its 16th year of operation.  The KIZ has had a profound impact on innovation and entrepreneurship in Bethlehem by offering critical financial resources and assistance to early-stage startup companies. To date, the KIZ has invested over $8 million dollars in 100 companies since the program’s inception.
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